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THE  extraordinary  condudt  of  the  Comrnimoners  of 
the  Cuftoms  fince  the  5th  of  March ,  and  their 
perfeverance  in  it,  make  it  necefiary  to  beftow  a 
few  obfervations  upon  it;  and  upon  divers  matters,  with 
which  it  feems  to  be  connected  *. 

The  faid  Commifiioners  (excepting  Mr  Temple)  have  all 
retired  from  the  town  :  and  we  find,  on  particular  enquiry, 
they  have  not  held  a  meeting  of  their  board  fince  the  9th  of 
March.  How  they  have  difpofed  of  themfelves  fince  that 
time  we  (hall  here  relate. 

Mr  Rob  inf  on  is  gone  to  England :  He  failed  the  1 6  th  of 
March ,  and  went  not  only  without  the  leave  but,  as  it  is  faid* 
contrary  to  the  minds  of  his  fuperiors,  fignified  to  him  from 
home.  None  but  the  few,  intruded  with  the  fecret,  knew 
any  thing  of  his  going  till  after  the  departure  of  the  vefiel 
in  which  he  went. 

Mr  Paxton  retired  to  Cambridge,  four  Miles  from  Boflcrty 
and  for  the  moft  part  has  continued  there.  He  has  divers 
times  however  vifited  the  town  fince  that  retiring. 

Mr 


*  The  Copies  of  this  Narrative,  fent  to  England  and  other  Parts  * 
conclude  with  the  foregoing  page.  Since  they  were  fent,  it  has  ap¬ 
peared  neceft'ary  to  add  a  few  pages  to  the  remaining  Copies :  to 
do  which  an  opportunity  has  been  given  by  the  reftraint  laid  on 
the  publilhing  of  the  faid  Narrative  here.  The  reafon  of  that  re- 
flraint  will  appear  by  the  following  Vote  of  the  Town,  paffed  at 
the  Town-Meeting  held  the  26th  of  March,  namely,  “  The  Com-* 
“  mittee  appointed  to  prepare  a  true  State  of  Fads,  relating  to  the 
“  execrable  Maflacre  perpetrated  on  the  Evening  of  the  5  th  Inftant, 
“  in  order  that  the  fame  be  tranfmitted  to  Great  Britain,  having 
“  accordingly  reported,  and  the  Report  being  accepted  by  the 
“  Town  and  ordered  to  be  p  inted  :  And  whereas  the  publilhing 
“  of  the  faid  Narrative  with  the  Depofitions  accompanying  it,  in 
“  this  County,  may  be  fuppofed  by  the  unhappy  Ferfons,  now  in 
“  Cuftody  for  Trial,  as  tending  to  give  an  undue  Bias  to  the 
“  minds  of  the  jury,  who  are  to  try  the  fame.  J  hereforc  voted, 
“  'That  the  Committee  referve  all  the  p.inted  Copies  in  their 
i{  Hands,  excepting  thole  to  be  lent  to  Gnat  Britain,  till  the 
“  further  Order  of  the  Town. 

“  Atteft,  William  Coofer,  Town-Clcik,’* 
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Mr  Hulton  fometime  ago  purchafed  a  place  at  Brooklyn , 
five  Miles  from  Bojhn^  and  has  ever  fince  refided  there. 

Mr Butch,  with  his  wife,  has  retired  toMr//w//c«’s,  who, 
together  with  Mr  Lurch  (leaving  their  wives  behind  them) 
are  now  on  a  tour  to  Port  (mouthy  in  the  province  of  New - 
Harupjhu c,  where  the  lafl  Account  from  thence  left  them. 
It  is  now  above  fix  weeks  fince  a  board  of  Commiffioners 

was  held  .  and  it  is  utterly  uncertain  when  there  will  be 
another. 

From  their  firfl:  eftablifhment  here,  to  the  1 1  th  of  June* 
i  768,  they  held  their  boards  regularly  four  days  every  week. 
Fhey  then  rctiied  on  board  the  Rotnney  man  of  war,  and 
from  thence  to  the  caftle :  for  what  purpofe,  their  letters 
and  memorials  lately  publifhed  have  fufficiently  informed 
the  world.  From  their  re-eftablifhment  in  Bojlon  in  No- 
vember  1768,  to  the  5th  of  March,  1770,  they  held  their 
boards  in  the  fame  regular  manner.  Since  that  time  there 
have  been  but  two  board  meetings,  the  laft  of  which  was 
on  the  9th  of  March . 

Now  what  do  all  thefe  manoeuvres  fince  the  5th  of  March 
indicate  ?  is  it  poffible  to  fuppofe  they  indicate  any  thing 
lefs  than  a  defign  to  take  occafion  from  the  outrages  and 
murders  committed  on  the  evening  of  that  day  by  the  fol- 
diers  (affifted  perhaps  from  the  cultom-houfe)  to  reprefent 
the  town  in  a  difadvantageous  light  ?  And  does  not  their 
former  condud  render  this  highly  probable  ?— Befides,  it 
is  a  fadf,  that  depolitions  have  been  taken  in  a  fecret  man¬ 
ner,  relative  to  that  unhappy  affair,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
town ;  and  it  is  no  way  improbable  that  Robinfcn  is  gone 
home  with  memorials  and  letters  from  the  Commiffioners 
and  others,  accompanying  fuch  depofitions. 

By  fome  efcapes,  as  well  as  by  what  the  circumfiances 
above  mentioned  make  probable,  a  pretty  good  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  the  fubllance  of  thofe  Memorials,  Letters, 
and  Depofitions,  namely,  that  the  Cuftom-houfe  was  at¬ 
tacked— the  revenue  chef!  in  danger,  but  faved  by  the  fir¬ 
ing  upon  the  mob — 1  he  King’s  troops  compelled  to  leave 
the  town— the  commiffioners  thence  obliged  for  their  fafety 
to  quit  it  alfo — the  confequent  impoffibility  of  their  holding 
boards — the  detriment  thence  arifing  to  the  revenue  and  his 
Majefly’s  fervice— all  government  at  an  end,  and  the  Province 
in  a  flate  of  rebellion. 

If 


[  5  ] 

If  thefe  be,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  fubje&sof  the 
difpatches  fent  home,  it  is  very  proper  a  few  obfervations 
fhould  be  made  upon  them. 

The  Cuftom-houfe  attacked — a  falfhood.  The  people 
drawn  into  Klngjlrcet,  were  drawn  thither  by  the  cry  of  fire 
and  the  outrages  of  theSoldiers,  which  occafioned  it.  From 
the  firlt  appearance  of  the  people  in  Kingjlreet ,  to  the  time 
of  the  firing  upon  them,  there  had  not  pafled  fifteen  mi¬ 
nutes.  it  might  with  as  much  truth  be  affirmed,  that  they 
made  an  attack  upon  the  Cuftom-houfe  in  London,  as  upon 
the  Cuftom-houfe  in  Bojion :  of  which  latter  there  was  not 
even  a  pane  of  glafs  broken. 

The  Revenue  Cheft  in  danger — a  falfhood.  It  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  the  cheft  is  kept  at  the  Cuftom-houfe :  but  if  it  be, 
there  was,  and  is,  at  leaft  as  much  danger  of  it  from  fome 
of  the  out-door  people  employed  undei  the  Commiffioners, 
as  from  any  bodyelfe.  It  is  certain  that  fome  of  them  are 
of  an  infamous  character. 


The  troops  compelled  to  quit  the  town — a  falfhood.  They 
quitted  the  town  by  the  orders  of  their  Commanding  Officer 


in  confequence  of  a  rcquejl  from  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
who  was  advifed  by  the  council  to  pray  the  faid  Officer  to 
remove  the  troops.  This  rcquejl  and  this  prayer  was  ob¬ 
tained  by  an  application  from  the  town  to  the  Lieutenant 
Governor.  Into  what  times  are  we  fallen,  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  province  is  reduced  to  the  humiliating  condition 
of  making  fuel)  a  prayer  ! 

But  fuppofing  the  troops  had  been  compelled  *vi  &  ar mis  to 
quit  the  town.  It  would  have  been  a  meafure  juftihable  in 
the  fight  of  God  and  man.  When  theSoldiers.  fent  hither 
for  the  declared  purpofe  of  affifting  the  Civil  Magiftrate  to 
keep  the  peace,  were  themfelves  in  a  remaikable  manner 
the  breakers  of  the  peace — When,  inftead  of  affifting,  they 
intuited  him  ;  and  refeued  offenders  of  their  own  o»rps  from 
j-uftice — when  they  frequently  abufed  the  inhabitants  in  the 
night — when  they  had  entered  into  a  combination  to  com¬ 
mit  fome  extraordinary  ads  of  violence  upon  the  town  ;  and 
in  confequence  of  it,  on  the  evening  of  the  Maftacre,  attack¬ 
ed  the  inhabitants  wherever  they  met  them ;  afterwards 
firing  upon,  and  killing  and  wounding  a  number  of  them. 
When  all  this  had  been  done,  and  more  thieatened,  it  was 
high  time  they  (hould  be  removed  fiom  the  town.  If  there 

had 
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had  been  no  other  means  of  getting  rid  of  them,  the  inha¬ 
bitants  would  have  had  a  right  by  that  law  of  nature,  which 
Tuperceeds  all  other  laws,  when  they  come  in  competition 
with  it — the  law  of  fcll-prefervation — to  have  compelled 
them  to  quit  the  town.  This  law  is  radical  in  our  nature, 
indelible  from  it,  and  uniformly  operating,  where  it  can 
operate,  to  the  removal  or  dettruCtion  of  every  tiling  incom¬ 
patible  with  it ;  and  is  abrogable  by  no  other  lawgiver  than 
God  himfelf,  the  great  author  of  it.  Therefore,  although 
the  refitting  the  King’s  troops  in  any  thing  they  have  a  right 
by  law  to  do,  may  be  adjudged  treafon,  yet  when  they 
a 61  contrary  to  law,  efpecially  in  fo  outrageous  a  manner 
as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  retain  a  difpofition  to  repeat  if, 
whereby  the  lives  of  the  King’s  fubjeCts  are  in  danger,  they 
then  ceafe  to  be  the  King’s  troops :  that  is,  they  are  not  the 
King’s  troops  for  any  fuch  puipofe,  but  fo  hr  become  trair 
tors;  and  on  the  failure  of  other  means  of  riddance  from 
them,  which  the  time  and  circumttances  may  make  eligible 
and  are  lawful,  they  may  (by  the  principles  of  all  law7,  as 
well  as  by  the  great  law  above-mentioned,  into  which  thofe 
principles  are  refolvable)  be  refitted  and  expelled  :  and  not 
to  do  it,  -xihere  it  can  be  done,  is  a  fpecies  of  treafon  againtt 
the  conftitution,  and  confequently  treafon  in  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  againtt  the  King,  and  all  his  fubjedls. 

The  Commiffioners  obliged  for  their  fafety  to  quit  the 
town— If  one  falfnood  can  be  more  fo  than  another,  this  is 
the  greatett  yet  mentioned,  and  is  as  ridiculous  as  it  is  falfe. 
Their  conduct  and  fuch  a  declaration  by  no  means  agree. 
W  ould  they  in  that  caie  occafionally  vifit  the  town  ?  Would 
they  truft  themfelves  in  the  environs  of  it?  Could  they 
think  themfelves  fafe  at  Cambridge  and  Brooklyn  ?  Could 
they  think  themfelves  (ale  any  where  in  the  province,  or 
indeed  \n  America  ?  Mutt  they  not  know,  if  any  evil  were 
really  intended  them,  it  might  eafily  overtake  them  any  where, 
and  every  where  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic ?  Some  other 
reafon  than  their  fafety  mutt  therefore  be  looked  for  to  ac¬ 
count  for  their  retiring,  and  difeontinuing  their  boards. 
A  fimilar  proceeding  of  theirs  in  June^  1768,  and  their 
Letters  and  Memorials,  lately  published,  give  occaiion  at 
leatt:  to  conjecture  what  that  reafon  may  be.  Is  it  not  pro¬ 
bable  it  w*s  to  corroborate  the  faid  depofitions,  and  thence 
induce  adminittration  to  think  it  neceflary,  not  only  that 
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troops  already  here  fhould  be  continued,  but  that  a  further 
number  fhould  be  fent  to  firengthen  and  fupport  them  ?  If 
this  meafure  cannot  be  effected,  and  fhould  the  Commif- 
fioners  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  remain  here  unattack^d  in 
the  abfence  of  the  troops,  it  might  naturally  be  thought 
they  could  have  remained  here  without  them  in  1768;  and 
therefore  that  they  had  put  the  nation  to  a  very  great  ex¬ 
pence,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  further  to  alienate  the 
affections  of  the  Americans ,  and  to  give  them  an  additional 
reafon  to  wifh  themfelves  independent  of  it :  And  hence 
the  Commiflioners  might  have  caufe  to  expeifl  a  national 
refentment  again!!  them. — However  injurious  to  us  the 
erfeCls  of  fuch  policy  may  be,  we  cannot  but  applaud  it 
(on  the  principles  of  the  Machiavilian  fyflem)  as  it  flands 
related  to  themfelves.  If  they  thought  their  own  exigence 
in  danger,  confidered  as  Commiflioners,  how  natural  was 
it  to  ufe  the  means  to  fupport  it  ?  And  what  fault  could 
be  found  with  the  means,  if  thofe  principles  juftified  them  ? 
Why  need  they  trouble  their  heads  about  confequences  that 
would  not  affect  themfelves?  or,  if  they  would,  and  fuch 
exigence  appeared  precarious  without  thofe  means,  was  it 
not  iiecefTary  they  fhould  be  ufed,  and  the  confequences 
difregarded  ? — If  the  means  be  fuccefsful  to  the  end  for 
which  they  feem  defigned,  it  requires  no  prophetic  fpirit 

to  foretel  that  the  confequences  may  be - bad  enough. 

Whether  the  prefent  Commiflioners,  or  any  Board  of 
Commiffioners  at  all  (whofe  appointments  are  fully  equal 
to  any  benefit  the  Nation  or  Colonics  are  likely  to  reap 
from  them,  and  whofe  ufefulnefs  hitherto  may  be  valued 
by  fome  of  the  negative  quantities  in  algebra)  are  things  of 
importance  enough  to  hazard  thofe  confequences,  or  any 
ill  confequence  at  all,  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  wifdoni 
of  adminiflration  to  determine. 

The  confequent  impoffibility  of  their  holding  boards— 
This  impoflibility  was  of  their  own  creating.  If  they  had 
continued  in  town  (from  whence  they  had  not  the  Raft  rea¬ 
fon  to  depart,  unlefs  to  anfwer  purpofes  they  would  choofe 
to  conceal)  they  might  have  held  their  boards  asufual. 

T  he  detriment  thence  arifing  to  the  Revenue,  and  his 
Maje fly’s  fervice — If  any  fuch  detriment  has  arifen,  the 
fault  is  their  own.  His  Majejly  s  fervice  is  a  cant  term  in 
the  mouths  of  underftrappers  in  office.  Many  of  them  ei¬ 
ther 
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ther  do  not  know  the  meaning  of  it,  or  abufe  it  to  anfwer 
their  own  corrupt  purpofes.  It  is  ufed  to  exprefs  fomething 
diftinft  from  the  fcrviceof  the  people.  The  King  and  Peo¬ 
ple  are  placed  by  it  in  oppofite  intereds.  Whereas,  by  the 
happy  conftitution  we  are  under,  the  intered  of  the  King 
is  the  intered  of  the  people,  and  his  fervice  is  their  fervice  z 
both  are  one,  and  constitutionally  infcparable.  "T  hey  who 
attempt  to  feparate  them  attempt  to  deftroy  the  conditu- 
tion.  Upon  every  fuch  parricide  may  the  vengeance  both 
of  King  and  People  aefcend. 

Government  at  an  end— T  his  has  been  the  cry  ever  fince 
the  damp-a£l  exided.  If  the  people  faw  they  were  going 
to  be  endaved;  if  they  faw  Governor  Bernard  (from  whom 
they  had  a  right  to  expert  that  he  would  do  nothing  to  pro¬ 
mote  it)  was  zealous  and  a&ive  to  rivet  the  chains;  and  that 
bis  government,  in  its  principles  and  conduct,  tended  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  tyranny  over  them,  was  it  unnatural  for 
them  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  reluft  ?  was  it  unreafonable  to  re-* 
iufe  an  acquiefcence  in  fuch  meafures?  Did  an  oppofition 
to  them  indicate  a  difregard  to  government  ?  Jf  government, 
in  the  true  idea  of  it,  has  for  its  object  the  good  of  the 
governed,  fuch  an  adminidration  could  not  be  called  govern¬ 
ment :  and  an  oppofition  to  it  by  no  means  included  an  oppo¬ 
sition  to  government.  From  fuch  2n  oppofition  has  arifen 
the  cry,  that  government  is  at  an  end.  The  fooner  fuch 
government  is  at  an  end  the  better. 

When  a  people  have  lod  all  confidence  in  government, 
it  is  vain  to  expedf  a  cordial  obedience  to  it.  Hence  irre¬ 
gularities  may  arife,  and  have  arifen.  But  they  will  ceafe, 
when  the  true  ends  of  government  are  deadily  purfued. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  may  it  be  expelled,  that  men 
of  weight  and  influence  will  exert  themfelves  to  make  go¬ 
vernment  refpected.  Nay,  fuch  exertions  will  then  be 
needlefs,  for  mankind  cannot  help  refptfting  what  is  in 
itfelf  refpe£tab!e,  efpecially  when  it  is  at  the  fame  time  fo 
promotive  of  their  own  good  as  good  government  is. 

The  province  in  a  date  of  rebellion — Into  this  date  its 
enemies,  on  both  Tides  of  the  Atlantic,  have  been  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  bring  it.  When  they  could  not  make  it  fubfervient 
to  their  intered  and  views  ;  and  when  their  meafures  had 
raifed  a  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  them,  that  oppofition  was 
made  the  lucky  occalion  to  reprefent  the  province  in  a  date 

pf 
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of  rebellion,  or  verging  towards  it.  To  juftify  fuch  a  re- 
prefentation  the  more  fully,  they  endeavoured  to  drive  it 
into  that  (fate  :  whereby  in  the  end  they  might  hope  to  gra¬ 
tify  both  their  malice  and  avarice  :  their  malice,  by  injuring 
it  mod  eflent, ally ;  and  their  avarice,  by  the  fubjedfion  of 
it  to  their  tyranny  and  pillage.  But  nothing  can  be  more 
taJle  than  fuch  a  reprefentation  :  nothing  more  foreign  from 
this  people  than  a  difpofltion  to  rebellion.  The  principles 
of  loyalty  were  planted  in  our  breads  too  deep  to  be  eradi¬ 
cated  by  their  efforts,  or  any  efforts  whatever:  and  our  in- 
terett  co-operated  with  thofe  principles. 

It  is  humbly  hoped  his  Majefty  will  not  be  influenced,  by 
Juch  reprefentations,  to  think  unfavorably  of  his  faithful 
Jubjefts  of  this  province :  and  that  hope  is  grounded  upon 
their  innocence :  of  which  they  have  the  higheft  evidence 
in  their  own  confcroufnefs ;  and  of  which  they  have  given 
their  adverfaries  no  other  caufe  to  doubt,  than  what  arifes 
from  an  oppofmon  to  their  meafujes.  Meafures,  not  only 
ruinous  to  the  province,  hut  hurtful  to  Great  Britain,  and 
deltrudtive  of  the  union,  and  commercial  intercourfe,  which 
ought  always  to  fubfift  between  her  and  her  Colonies. 

The  foregoing  Obfervations  appeared  neceflary  to  vindicate 
the  Town  and  Province  from  the  afperfions  fo  unjuftly 
caff  upon  them.  The  few  that  follow  refer  to  the  prefent 
.  and  future  date  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

OW  happy  is  Britain  with  regard  to  fixation,  and 
and  many  internal  circumdances  ;  and  in  her  connec¬ 
tion  with  her  Colonies  ! 

Separated  from  the  red  of  the  world,  and  poffeffed  of  fo 
large  a  naval  force,  fhe  is  fecure  from  foreign  invalions: 
her  government  (well  adminidred)  is  the  bed  exiding;  her 
manufactures  are  extenhve,  and  her  commerce  in  propor¬ 
tion.  To  the  two  latter  the  Colonies  have  in  a  confiderable 
degree  contributed.  By  thefe  means  die  has  rifen  to  her 
prefent  opulence  and  greatnefs,  which  fo  much  didinguifh 
her  among  the  powers  of  Europe  But  howevei  great° and 
opulent  fhe  may  be,  fhe  is  capable  of  being  dill  more  fo  - 
and  fo  much  fo,  that  die  may  be  deemed  at  prefent  in  a 
ftate  of  minority,  compared  with  what  die  will  one  day 

probably 
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probably  be,  if  her  own  conduft  does  not  prevent  it.  The 
means  of  this  greatnefs  are  held  out  to  her  by  the  Colonies; 
and  it  is  in  her  power,  by  a  kind  and  juft  treatment  of 
them,  to  avail  herfelf  of  thofe  means. 

The  Colonifts  are  hufbandmen,  and  till  lately  have  ma¬ 
nufactured  but  a  fmall  part  of  their  clothing,  and  the  other 
articles  with  which  they  had  been  ufually  fupplied  from 
Great  Britain.  But  they  have  been  taught  by  experience 
they  can  fupply  themfelves  ;  and  that  experience  (which 
has  been  forced  upon  them)  has  demonftrated  mod  clearly, 
that  they  have  within  themfelves  the  means  of  living  con¬ 
veniently,  if  not  with  elegance,  even  if  their  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  reft  of  mankind  were  wholly  cut  off.  This, 
however,  could  not  be  ail  eligible  ftate  :  but  no  one  in- 
titled  to  and  deferving  the  liberties  of  an  Englijhman ,  can 
hefitate  a  moment  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  preferable  to 
flavery  ;  to  which  the  Colonifts  have  apprehended  them¬ 
felves  doomed,  by  the  meafures  that  have  been  purfued  by 

Adminiftration.  _  . 

If  the  Colonifts  might  be  permitted  to  follow  their  in¬ 
clinations,  with  which  at  the  fame  time  their  intereft  coin¬ 
cides,  they  would  be  hufbandmen  ftill,  and  be  fupplied  as 
ufual'  from  Great  Britain .  The  yearly  amount  of  thofe 
fupplies  (as  appears  by  the  exports  from  Britain)  is  very 

confiderable*,  and  might  be  in  future  in  proportion  to  the 

increafe 


*  The  value  of  the  exports  from  Britain  to  the  Colonies  in 
1766,  which  was  lefs  than  in  1765*  flood  thus : 

To  New  England  ~  ~  '  £  4°9>^42 

New  York . 33°>8z9 

Penfylvania  -  -  -  -  3  27>3 1 4 

Virginia  and  Maryland  -  372,548 

Carolina  -----  296,732 

£  i>737>°65 

This  is  taken  from  Phe  P refin t  State  of  the  Nation :  in  which 
there  is  an  account  of  the  faid  exports  for  the  years  1765  and 

”novv,  fuppofing  the  obfervation  juft,  that  the  Colonifts  (whofe 
number  by  the  laid  Pamphlet  is  eftimated  two  millions)  double 
every  twenty  years,  and  the  exports  from  Great  Britain  to  the  Co¬ 
lonies  fliould  increafe  in  that  proportion,  the  value  of  the  faid 

exports 


c  11  1 

increafe  of  the  Colonifts.  Their  increafe  is  rapid  :  they  arc 
daily  emigrating  from  the  old  towns,  and  forming  new  ones ; 
and  if  they  double  their  numbers  every  twenty  years,  as  it 
is  faid  they  will  continue  to  do,  fo  long  as  they  can  form 
into  families  bv  procuring  the  means  of  fubfiftence  at  an 
eafy  rate,  which  probably  will  be  the  cafe,  till  America  fhall 
be  well  peopled,  there  will  be  in  a  fliort  time  a  prodigious 
addition  to  his  Majefty’s  fubjefls  ;  who,  if  not  compelled 
to  manufacture  for  themfelves,  will  occafion  a  proportion- 
able  demand  for  the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  If  it  be 

confidered 

t  . 

exports  and  the  number  of  the  Colonifts,  at  the  end  of  five  fuch 
periods  after  1766,  will  ftand  thus  : 

Vaiue  of  Exports, 

In  1766  '£  1,737,065  for  two  millions  of  Colonifts, 

*7^6  3>474»r3°  for  four  millions, 

1806  6,948,260  for  eight  millions, 

1826  13,896,520  for  fixteen  millions, 

1846  27»793’°4°  for  thirty -two  millions, 

1866  55,586,080  for  fixty-fbur  millions  of  Colonifts. 

The  laft  mentioned  numbers  are  fo  large,  that  it  is  likely  the 
principles  on  which  they  are  formed  may  be  called  into  queftion. 
Let  us  therefore  take  only  one  quarter  part  of  thofe  numbers  ; 
and  then  the  value  of  exports  from  Britain  to  the  Colonies,  in 
18^6,  will  be  more  than  thirteen  millions  fterling  for  fixteen  mil¬ 
lions  of  Colonifts.  It  is  highly  probable,  by  that  time  there  will 
be  at  Icaft  that  number  of  Colonifts  in  the  Briti/Jj  Colonies  on  this 
continent.  Now,  in  cafe  there  be  no  interruption  of  the  union  and 
harmony  that  ought  to  fublift  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Co¬ 
lonies,  and  which  it  is  their  mutual  intereft  ftiould  fublift  and  be 
maintained,  what  good  rcafon  can  be  given  why  fuch  exports  Ihould 
not  bear  as  great  a  proportion  to  the  number  of  the  Colonifts  as 
they  do  at  this  time?  If  they  ftiould,  the  value  of  fuch  exports 
(which  will  be  continually  increafing)  will  be  at  lead  thirteen 
millions  per  annum.  A  fum  far  furpafling  the  value  of  all  the  ex¬ 
ports  from  (treat  Britain  at  this  day. 

In  what  proportion  fo  vaft  a  trade  with  the  Colonies  would  en- 
>arge  the  other  branches  of  her  trade;  how  much  it  would  increafe 
the  number  of  her  people,  the  rents  and  value  of  her  lands,  her 
wealth  of  every  fpecies,  her  internal  ftrength,  her  naval  power, 
and  particularly  her  revenue  (to  enhance  which  in  a  trifling  degree 
has  occafioned  the  prefent  uneafinefs  between  her  and  the  Colonies) 
*are  matters  left  to  the  calculation  and  decifion  of  the  political 
arithmeticians  of  Great  Britain . 


3  **  i 
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confidered  too,  that  America,  from  its  different  foils  and 
Climates,  can  raife  perhaps  all  the  productions  of  othef 
countries  in  the  fame  latitudes :  which  being  remitted  in 
exchange  would  moftof  them  be  rough  materials  for  Britain 
to  manufaflure;  what  a  fund  of  wealth  and  power  will 
America  be  to  her !  Her  inhabitants,  of  every  denomination, 
bv  finding  employment,  and  the  confequent  means  of  fub- 
fiL.ce,  will  greatly  encreafe  ;  and  her  trade  and  naviga¬ 
tion  be  in  proportion.  She  might  then  view  With  indiffe¬ 
rence  the  interdiaion  of  her  trade  with  other  parts  of  the 
world;  though  fhe  would  always  have  it  in  her  power, 
from  the  fuperiority  of  her  naval  force,  which  fuch  a  trade 
and  navigation  would  enable  her  to  fupport,  to.doherfelr 

duftide,  and  command  univerfal  refpea. 

3  Conneaed  with  her  Colonies,  fhe  would  then  be  a  mighty 
empire :  the  greateft,  confifting  of  people  of  one  language, 
that  ever  exifted. 

If  thefe  obfervations  be  not  wholly  vifionary,  and  a  mere 
reverie,  they  poffibly  may  not  be  unworthy  the  confideration 
of  Parliament:  whofe  wifdom  will  determine,  whether  any 
revenue  whatever,  even  the  greateft  that  America  could  pof¬ 
fibly  produce,  either  without  or  with  her  good  will,  would 
compenfate  the  lofs  of  fuch  wealth  and  power  ;  or  juftify 
meafures  that  had  the  leaft  tendency  to  bring  them  into  ha¬ 
zard  :  or  whether  for  fuch  a  revenue  it  would  be  worth 
while  to  hazard  even  the  prefent  advantages,  reflating  to 
Great  Britain  from  an  union  and  harmony  with  her  Colonies* 
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